
Accreditation: Driving 
Conformity Assessment in 
Industry and Global Trade 



The Quality Infrastructure in India



The Quality Council of India

 Set up in Jan 1997 by the Government of India with

ASSOCHAM, CII & FICCI

 QCI is an independent autonomous organization under

the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal

Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Govt.

of India.

 QCI was established as the National Accreditation Body

and to lead a quality movement by undertaking a

National Quality Campaign

 Chairman of QCI is appointed by the Hon’ble Prime

Minister of India

 Provide Accreditation Framework in the country

 Spread quality movement in India

 Provide right and unbiased information on Quality

& related Standards

 Represent India’s interest in International fora.

 Help establish quality of Indian products & services

About QCI QCI Mandate



The Accreditation Ecosystem in India



Accredits Certification, Inspection and Validation & Verification Bodies (CBs, IBs & VVBs ) as per ISO Standards and
other requirements, which are internationally recognized through Mutual Recognition Arrangements of IAF and ILAC

 Management Systems Certification: ISO/IEC 
17021-1

• Quality Management System (QMS)* 

• Energy Management System (EnMS)*

• Environmental Management System (EMS)*

• Food Safety Management System (FSMS)* 

• Information Security Management System (ISMS)*

• Occupational Health and Safety Management System (OHSMS)*

• Medical Devices Quality Management System (MDQMS)*

• Information Technology Service Management Systems  (ITSMS) 

• Trustworthy Digital Repositories Management Systems (TDRMS)

• Road Traffic Safety Management Systems (RTSMS)

• Business Continuity Management Systems (BCMS)

• Anti-bribery Management Systems (ABMS)

• Asset Management Systems (AMS)

 Product Certification* ISO/IEC 
17065

 Personnel Certification* ISO/IEC 
17024

 Inspection* ISO/IEC 
17020

 Validation and Verification * ISO /IEC 17029

20,000+ 
Accredited Certificates

through ~100 Accredited CBs

100,000+ 
Inspection Reports / Certificates

through ~90 Accredited IBs

* MRA/MLA Signatory

National Accreditation Board for Certification Bodies



Industry Sectors Covered

• Food products

• Textiles and Textiles products

• Leather and Leather products

• Wood and Wood products 

• Pulp & Paper and paper products

• Chemicals, Chemical products and fibres

• Pharmaceuticals & Medical Devices

• Rubber & Plastic products

• Concrete, Cement, Lime, Plaster etc.

• Basic & Fabricated Metal products

• Machinery & Equipment

• Electrical and Optical Equipment

• Ship building

• Transport Storage & Communication

• Aerospace

• Electricity supply

• Gas supply

• Water supply

• Construction

• Public Administration

• Education

…………and many more



The International Equivalence in Accreditation

NABCB - Signatory to APAC MRA since 2002, IAF MLA since 2002; APAC & ILAC MRAs for Inspection since 2013
NABL - Signatory to APAC MRA for Testing, Calibration & Medical since 2000, PTP in 2019, RMP in 2020

Asia Pacific 

Accreditation Cooperation
International Accreditation Forum

International Laboratory 

Accreditation Cooperation

BENEFITS

• International Equivalence & Acceptance of Accredited Certificates

• Assurance of quality

• Facilitates Trade



Global Vision

 A single worldwide program of conformity assessment which reduces risk for business,
regulators and the consumer, by ensuring that accredited services can be relied upon.

 Government and Regulators relying on the IAF and ILAC Arrangements (MLA / MRA) to
further develop or enhance trade agreements.

 To support the freedom of world trade by eliminating technical barriers, realizing the
free-trade goal of ‘Tested, Inspected or Certified Once, and Accepted Everywhere



Conformity Assessment Schemes which are developed and operated by CABs themselves e.g., BIS or
Agmark certification schemes.

Types/Categories of Conformity Assessment Schemes 

The Conformity Assessment Schemes for which the CABs offer conformity assessment
generally belong to one of the following categories:

Internationally known Conformity Assessment Schemes (CAS) which are owned by independent bodies.
e.g., GlobalGap Scheme, FSSC 22000 Scheme.

CAS embodied in regulations promulgated under the control of respective Governments e.g., CE marking
scheme in European Union, FSSAI’s Organic regulation.

CAS developed by Governmental agencies or operated by Regulators, even if Voluntary e.g. QCI’s AYUSH
Mark Scheme or IndiaGHP / IndiaHACCP Scheme.

CAS developed by non-governmental agencies in fulfillment of their organizational objectives. These could
be developed by group of industries / industry associations, buyers, distribution / retail chains etc.



Conformity assessment functions and activities within Product / 
Process Certification Schemes (ISO/IEC 17067)

Type of Product / Process Certification Schemes

1a 1b 2 3 4 5 6 Nc,d

I Selection (Planning, preparation, specification)        

II Determination of characteristics (testing, inspection, design appraisal, 
assessment, verification)

       

III Review (Examining of evidence)        

IV Decision on Certification (Granting, maintaining, extending, reducing)        

V Attestation, licensing

a) Issuing a certificate of conformity        

b) Granting the right to use certificate       

c) Issuing a certificate of conformity for a batch of product 

d) Granting the right to use mark of conformity      

VI Surveillance

Testing or inspection of sample from the market   

Testing or inspection of samples from the factory   

Assessment of the product    

Management system audits  



Management Systems
(ISO/IEC 17021-1)

Product Certification
(ISO/IEC 17065)

Personnel Certification
(ISO/IEC 17024)

Validation & Verification 
(ISO/IEC 17029)

NationalInternational

• NDT Professionals
• Welders
• Functional Safety 

Professionals

• GlobalG.A.P.
• BRCGS
• GSA - BAP
• PEFC
• GOTS
• NCCF
• IFS
• BRC

• GHG
• ICAO-CORSIA

• VCSMPP
• IndG.A.P.
• RMCPCS
• NPOP
• ZED
• Ayush Mark
• ICMED+

• Yoga
• VCS – TCHP

• FAMI-QS
• SERI
• FSSC 2200
• GMP+ 

International

International NationalNationalNational InternationalInternational

• Ind HACCP
• India GHP
• ICMED 9000
• ICMED 13485

Types/Categories of Conformity Assessment Schemes 



NABCB recognized by International Scheme Owners 



Scheme Review Application Review Document Review
Office (s) 

Assessment 

Witness 
Assessment

Technical Review Decision making

Surveillance 
Assessment / 

Routine Witness 
Assessment and 
Re-Accreditation

NABCB Accreditation Process

*NABCB has a Policy and Criteria (BCB 002) for determining the suitability and acceptance of conformity
assessment schemes for accreditation purposes. Depending upon the type of conformity
assessment scheme NABCB will review the certification scheme to determine its suitability for
accreditation.



Govt. / Regulators & Industry rely on NABCB Accreditation



QCI Voluntary Certification Schemes



RAJESH 
MAHESHWARI

CEO
National Accreditation 
Board for Certification 
Bodies (NABCB)

E: ceo.nabcb@qcin.org 

W: http://nabcb.qci.org.in/


